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THE PASSING OF IRENE JONES
By Colin Gibson
It is with a heavy heart
that I write of the passing
of our dear friend and
environmental stalwart,
Irene Jones. Irene
breathed her last in Royal
Prince Alfred hospital on
the 11th of June,
following a diagnosis of
c a n c e r w h ic h s he
received in April.
Irene was a quiet and
thoughtful person, but a
formidable character also.
Her health was never
robust, yet she took on an
enormous workload on
behalf of Bankstown’s
community environment
movement. She was
thoro ugh going, a nd
whenever she decided to
take on an issue or follow
through with an enquiry we
always knew she would pursue
that course with diligence and
insight.
She was the embodiment of
leadership by example, and what

a mighty example she was to us
a l l. He r de dica tion a nd
perseverance lifted our aims. She
was instrumental in setting up
our bush regeneration workforce
and steering it towards achieving
its goals.

When we challenge the
powers that be, it can
easily lead to degrees of
frustration
and
disillusion. Irene was
always positive and
encouraging of those
working with her, no
matter how difficult the
situation seemed. I think
she had learnt composure
and discipline in her long
career working in
juvenile education and
the special needs
assessment for deaf
children.
This
challenging work, along
with her life-long
struggle with painful
arthritis had shaped her
into a focused and
forbearing person, added
to which her inherent good nature
that enabled her to achieve so
much in the latter years of her
life.
(A tribute to Irene appears on
page 3)

The Bushland Bulletin

Page 2

One of Irene’s great concerns was the loss of open space at a time when populations are rapidly increasing
and land values rising. The Carysfield Park-The Crest of Bankstown open space corridor is one of the
largest in densely urbanised Bankstown. Irene believed strongly that it should not be alienated from public
use.
Council recently resolved to re-categorise part of Manuka Reserve, which adjoins Carysfield, to make it
available for a new State Emergency Services regional headquarters. The following is the submission by
the Bushland Society to Council, in opposition to the re-categorisation. It was written by Irene.
Proposed Re-categorisation of Manuka Reserve, Bass Hill.
Bankstown Bushland Society objects to the proposed re-categorisation of Manuka Reserve from Bushland,
General Community Use and Park to Bushland, Park and General Community Use (SES Headquarters) for
the following reasons:
1. Loss of community open space. With the State Government’s requirements to increase density in the
middle ring suburbs, including Bankstown, public open space will be at a premium, and all open space now
available to the community should be retained.
Adjacent to this site is planned high rise development with very little private open space provided, so all of
Manuka Reserve will be required to provide recreational options for these future residents.
2. Compliance with core objectives for management of community land categorised as general use.
a) Although an SES headquarters would be of benefit to the wider community, it cannot be considered to
be a function of general community use, since the community would have no access to the site once it is
constructed. The only access permitted would be for members of the SES.
b) Reservation of community land for car parking cannot be considered an appropriate use within the core
objectives for management of community land. We understand that a good part of the land propose to be
alienated from the public will be set aside for parking SES rescue vehicles and for private vehicles
belonging to SES members.
3. Impacts on adjoining bushland. A large area of impervious surfaces will create an increase in run-off
that could impact on adjacent bushland. Even if run-off is detained on-site, the water table could be
impacted, reducing the amount of rain reaching the water table to replenish it and sustain adjacent bushland
areas.
4. Impacts on nearby residents.
a) Traffic congestion. Johnstone Road does not have the capacity to carry the extra traffic likely to be
generated by the SES headquarters.
b) Noise disturbance. We understand that SES training requirements are now much more demanding since
terrorism threats became a reality, so the facility will be used very frequently for such activities in the
evenings and at weekends, creating considerable noise and traffic impacts on residents.
5. Impact on character of the district. The Crest-Carysfield district comprises wonderful areas of open
space, including rare and endangered bushland, as well as sporting venues, that is undervalued by Council.
Alienation of a portion of this open space from public use would be a retrograde step that could set a
precedent and lead to further loss of open space through undesirable developments such as this.
Bankstown Bushland Society objects to the selection of Manuka Reserve for an SES headquarters.
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IRENE CATRIN JONES (1936-2006): A Tribute
By Colin Gibson
When Irene Jones quietly attached
herself to our committee as Assistant
Treasurer at the AGM in 1996, none of
us had any idea what a force she would
soon become, nor of the important role
she would play as an environmental
advocate for Bankstown and south west
Sydney. She was a latecomer to
environmental activism; having retired
about 199, her first involvement with
local environment issues was with the
Davies Road Action Group which
formed in 1993. Resulting from her
involvement with this group she met
Bushland Society member and fellow
Salt Pan Creek resident the late Bunty
Oldmeadow, who encouraged her to
join. Bunty told her that our meetings
were a bit of a mess, but that our
speakers nights and outings were
worthwhile. So Irene came along.
Soon after Irene joined we became
embroiled in the expansion of the
Chullora Freight Terminal which
became the focus of a Commission of
Inquiry. Several new tracks were to cut
through an area we called Freshwater
Creek Bushland (actually the above
tidal-influence, upper section of Cooks
River). We wanted the new tracks
situated on the northern side of the
creek adjoining the Regents Park goods
line, but the Commissioner found that
this could not justify the extra cost and
the project went ahead as planned,
destroying the bushland in the process.
This was a very difficult issue for us
and we were all impressed with how
Irene remained steady and dependable
throughout.
Despite
her
late
entry
into
environmental activism, Irene already
possessed formidable administrative
skills, and was to boot a fast learner and
an excellent communicator. She knew
that putting as strong a case as possible,
and
establishing
contacts
with
sympathetic people was the name of the
game. She connected us all, facilitating
the exchange of information and ideas
through meetings, outings, letters,
press-releases, articles, submissions and
goodness knows how many thousands
of phone conservations and emails. We
were never far from the next thing we
needed to know, with Irene around.
Irene and I collaborated on winning

grants for bush regeneration projects,
and I’m sure that her purposeful
communications with agencies such as
the Environmental Trusts, Southern
Sydney Catchment Authority and
National Landcare led to the success
we’ve had. Irene herself had learnt a lot
from her long-running and fruitless
attempt to win funding for wetland
restoration at Cutting Reserve along
Salt Pan Creek. Her efforts there
deserved better reward.
In the late 1990’s she provided
valuable assistance to Maree Ledson
and David West helping win important
grants for Norfolk Reserve and
Freshwater Creek at upper Cooks River.
She and I would eventually develop a
formula that resulted in six successful
applications in the space of three years,
for regeneration of some of the rarest
bushland habitats in Bankstown, and in
Sydney for that matter. Irene had the
capacity and motivation to administer
these grants as a contribution in-kind on
behalf of the Society, thus improving
the ecological value of the results
achieved. This is not only rare, but I’m
sure it is unique among community
groups in New South Wales, as I have
been told.
When most people of her age retire they
are looking forward to the club and the
lounge. Irene however was a true
community co-operativist, and in the
last few years of her life as her
knowledge
of
environmentalism
increased I believe she was only just
hitting her stride. She seemed to be
everywhere attending meetings and
committees:
Bankstown
Bushland
Society, South West Enviro Centre,
Revesby Community Action Group,
Padstow Progress Association, Botany
Bay and Catchment Alliance, Georges
River Environmental Alliance, No Port
Enfield Community Action Group,
Bankstown
Airport
Consultative
Committee, Chullora Waste Station
Committee, - as well as addressing
council at business meetings over issues
such as urban
development, tree
preservation and the re-categorization of
community land.
One of her most passionate aims was to
see an environment centre established in
south-western Sydney, and to this end

she was a founding participant and
staunch supporter of South West Enviro
Centre, which was conceived at a
meeting convened by BBS in May
1998. She left no stone unturned in her
search for funding options for such a
centre, a hard trail that yielded little, but
not at any stage was her faith in the
concept diminished, as she full realised
the benefit that such a facility would
provide in the long run to the
community. South West Enviro Centre
continues this commitment.
Another skill she acquired late in life
was hands on bush regeneration. As she
rarely missed a meeting, she rarely
missed an outing or an activity. She
spent countless hours in the field with
our volunteers and grant teams. She was
a firm supporter of council’s bushcare
commitment, particularly at Padstow
Park which she adopted as one of her
special places. Like all of us with the
bush regen bug she loved getting
involved and making a difference, and
how happy we are to have so many
memories of her enjoying our precious
bushland as she contributed
purposefully to its protection and
improvement.
We have lost our good friend and the
sadness is deep, but she has given us
plenty of inspiration to go forward with,
and our pride is great in that we were
privileged to know and work with such
a special person. We salute her memory
and her legacy of a better environment
for our community.

Cumberland
Flora And Fauna
Interpretive Services
B.R.N.
Q6421611
Biological Survey &
Analysis
13 Park Road
Bulli NSW 2516
Tel (02) 4284 6768
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Flood Reserve. Express 05/07/2005

Milperra Torch 02/03/2005
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Manuka Torch 04/02/2004

Norfolk Express 22/03/2001

Torch 04/08/1999
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THE MERRY WEEDERS OF BANKSTOWN
A tribute to Irene Jones and the women volunteers of the Bushland Society

Irene Jones and Maree Ledson at Lansdowne

Irene

Jean Brian at Smith Park

Pat Bell at Lansdowne

Maree Ledson at Lansdowne

Nerida Hradzil at Lansdowne

Jean Klovdahl at Milperra Wetland
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BANKSTOWN BUSHLAND SOCIETY MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES
Bankstown Bushland Society meetings are held at Padstow Progress Hall (annex), Ryan Road, Padstow.
3rd Wednesday of every month. In annex at the rear. Time: 7.30 pm
Tea and biscuits provided. All welcome.
Further inquiries please ring : 9785 2374
Bush regeneration is an interesting and rewarding way to connect with our local flora and fauna
and to learn the basics of practical bushland restoration.
Interested nature loving persons are most welcome to spend a morning, or an hour or two, with us
in any of our programmed regeneration sites.
BANKSTOWN BUSHLAND SOCIETY BUSH REGENERATION PROGRAM
August to December2006
NB: All activities commence at 9.30am.
Telephone contacts: Pat 9785 2374, Colin 9788 6232
1st MONDAY:

MONTH:
AUGUST

7th: The Crest. Meet in car park off Mclean
Street near athletics ground.

3rd SUNDAY (except Dec)
20th: Yeramba Lagoon. Meet at end of Kennedy
Street, Picnic Point.

4th: Salt Pan Creek. Meet at Alma Road 17th: Milperra Wetland. Meet off Henry Lawson
drive, south of Milperra Road intersection.
SEPTEMBER entrance to boardwalk.

OCTOBER

2nd: East Hills Park. Meet at Cook Crescent 15th: Deepwater Park, Milperra inspection and
carpark
bush regen of river-flat forest. Meet at car park at
end of Webster Street.

6th: The Crest. Meet in Sports Complex 19th: Freshwater Creek Wetland (with SWEC).
NOVEMBER car-park next to Councill Depot via Mclean Bush regen of planted slopes above wetland. EnStreet. Regen of Turpentine Forest.
trance is off Muir Road, Chullora.
10th: (Second Sunday) Lambeth Park bush regen and PICNIC at The Steps.

DECEMBER
BANKSTOWN BUSHLAND
SOCIETY COMMITTEE
President:
Pat Bell 9785 2374

Editor:

Vice President:
Darryl McKay 9708 5283

Editorial Committee:
Colin Gibson
Pat Bell

Secretary:
Colin Gibson 9788 6232
Membership Secretary:
Pat Bell 9785 2374
Treasurer & Public Officer:

Darryl McKay

Committee Members:
David West
Terrill Nordstrom
Brendan Grimson

MEMBERSHIP
RENEWAL IS NOW DUE
WE TRUST YOU WILL
CONTINUE
YOUR
SUP PORT
OF THE
BANKSTOWN BUSHLAND
SOCIETY
© Copyright 2002 Bankstown Bushland Society Incorporated.
This publication is copyright. Other than for the purposes of and
subject to the conditions prescribed under the Copyright Act,
no part of it may in any form or by any means (electronic,
mechanical, microcopying, photocopying, recording or
otherwise) be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or
transferred without prior written permission. Inquiries should be
addressed to the Editor.
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WHY NOT JOIN THE SOCIETY ?

The Bankstown Bushland Society is an incorporated association under the Associations Incorporation Act (NSW) 1984.
We are Bankstown’s only incorporated association dedicated to protecting our City’s environment.
The Society’s objects are:
•
To protect the environment of Bankstown
•
To assist other persons in the protection of the environment in Bankstown
•
To foster better community awareness of environmental issues
•
To lobby through Government, commercial and other persons for the maintenance of a high quality of life through the
progressive improvement of the environment
If you are concerned about the local environment, then consider joining our Society. As a member, you receive one year’s
subscription to this newsletter, and can participate as a voting member in the direction and decisions of the Society.

Yes, I wish to join the
Bankstown Bushland Society Inc:
Name:
Address:
Suburb:

Postcode

Membership fees
Family - $20
Ordinary - $15
Concession - $10
“student/unwaged/pensioner”

Telephone Number:

Attached please find my payment of:
($

.00)
(amount in words)

Bankstown Bushland Society Inc.
PO Box 210
Panania NSW 2213

Send this coupon with payment to:
The Secretary,
Bankstown Bushland Society Inc.
PO Box 210
Panania NSW 2213

