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Another orchid has been recently 

confirmed in the area by the 

eagle eyes of indigenous flora 

botanist, Karlo Taliana, this time 

Cryptostylis subulatus , 

commonly known as the Large 

Tongue Orchid. Some years ago 

this species was reported to have 

been seen  in the Yeramba 

Lagoon area, but repeated 

searches by Darryl McKay and 

others failed to find it, so the 

report was presumed to be a 

misidentification. 

Not so, as Karlo’s pictures 

demonstrate. Only one small 

colony of a few plants exists in 

the area, though it is more 

common in places such as the 

Blue Mountains and the 

Woronora Plateau.  

The bushland of the Georges 

River is very rich in terrestrial 

orchids, as well as some 

epiphytic. In the area defined by 

the former Bankstown Local 

Government Area at least 78 

species of native orchids have 

been recorded.  

Another ‘New’ Orchid for Bankstown 



 

Secretary’s Report for 

2019 

 
This has been a very busy year 

for the Society with Riverlands 

continuing to be one of the chief 

concerns. In February we        

addressed the Conciliation     

Conference of the Land &       

Environment Court, only for the 

case to be postponed later in the 

year before it was announced that 

Statewide Holdings had sold the 

golf course to Mirvac            

Residential; so the process is to 

start all over again with a new 

Development Application from 

Mirvac expected early in 2020.   

If you were going to remediate a 

small remnant of Critically     

Endangered Cumberland Plain 

Woodland, what would you do? 

Would you put a flying fox,     

water jumps, bicycle paths, BBQ 

facilities, sand pits, a fort and 

gym equipment in the middle of 

it? None of these things bring 

environmental benefits to     

bushland, but under the state 

government’s Biodiversity    

Conservation Act council’s are 

left to decide, and if they think 

turning it into a fun park is good 

for bushland then they can do 

what they will. This, essentially, 

is the story of Deerbush Park and 

the Fairfield Showground     

bushlands which we were asked 

to assist with by some concerned 

Fairfield locals at the beginning 

of 2019. We’ve put our concerns 

to Fairfield City Council and 

Mayor Carbone, and at the      

Annual Conference of the Nature 

Conservation Council our    

president, Skye, presented a   

motion proposing that             

developments of this kind should 

not be permitted in Endangered 

Ecological Communities. The 

motion was carried.                 

Unfortunately, FCC doesn’t see 

the problem and is continuing 

with its business plan for the site. 

Back locally, other concerns this 

year have included asbestos    

control impacts on bushland at 

Walshaw Park; nature strip tree 

policy; offsets for bushland     

destroyed by RMS at Beverly 

Grove; impacts of adjoining    

development on Norfolk Reserve 

Bush; rubbish dumping at 

Monash Reserve, preservation of 

Wonga Smith’s Bush at WSU 

Milperra; impacts on bushland 

from drainage modifications at 

Rorie Reserve, Padstow and at 

Bankstown Airport, aspects of 

developments regarding the    

suspended Local Area Plans, and 

the Bankstown Airport Draft 

Master Plan. We also made a 

submission against the raising of 

Warragamba Dam and put our 

concerns to Strathfield Council 

regarding looming changes to 

their bush management unit. 

In the field, our bush               

regeneration project at Monash 

Reserve, which we started early 

in 2018, has kept Skye, Darryl 

and myself very busy, and the 

results have been very satisfying. 

It is predominantly a BBS      

volunteer project, but we also do 

one morning a month (the fourth 

Tuesday) with CBC as an official 

Bushcare site. This has made 

possible some extra resources in 

the way of Council bush          

regenerators occasionally getting 

involved, which is appreciated.  

For a small non-profit group we 

can be very proud of our efforts, 

but we could do with a few more 

members to help us cover the 

costs of functioning as an         

incorporated association. It’s  

curious to note that we have 

more members who live outside 

Bankstown than within: it would 

be good to encourage more     

locals to join.  I’d like to thank 

our loyal members without 

whose support we would not be 

able to do the work we do. You 

are incredible people. To our 

president, Skye Virgin, and    all 

on the 2019 committee, thanks 

for your great work throughout 

the year. After the past 20      

years as secretary I have stepped 

down from the role. To my     

successor, Chris Dewhurst, the 

best of luck. I am, however,    

continuing as Bushland Bulletin 

editor and will be involved in 

bush regen and other activities in 

the field. 

The new committee for 2020 is 

comprised of some old hands, 

including Wal Browning, veteran 

of the old Padstow Park  Progress 

Association. It is a delight to hold 

our meetings in the very room 

named in Wal’s honour. John 

Gibson, will continue keeping the 

ship afloat as treasurer, and we 

look forward to congratulating 

John on his 100th birthday in 

April. Skye, and Daryll McKay, 

also continue as committee  

members, along with some new 

ones including Chris Dewhurst as 

mentioned, Karlo Taliana 

(activities), Ian Bailey (admin) 

and our new president, Ashlie 

Stevenson. Thank you again to 

everyone and here’s looking   

forward to another interesting 

and productive year in our beau-

tiful bushland.  

Colin Gibson 

Retiring Secretary, BBS 
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Translocation on Trial at 

Jennifer Street, Randwick 
By Lynda Newman 

 

Last November the Land and  

Environment Court made its    

decision on the well-known   

Eastern Suburbs Banksia Scrub 

patch on Lot 11 Jennifer Street at 

Little Bay, next to the National 

Park. ESBS is Critically          

Endangered. The Court Hearing 

concluded with ecologists, Dr 

David Robertson and Mr Andrew 

McGahey appearing as witnesses 

for the proponent and Randwick 

City Council, respectively. The 

significance of the ESBS to be 

removed was highly contested. 

 

The Court’s decision came down 

to an assessment of what is and 

what is not ESBS. Cumberland 

Ecology appeared for the         

developer. Key point in the      

decision: “It was the evidence of 

Mr McGahey, given on behalf of 

the Council, that with a proper 

translocation regime for soil of 

the relevant type that exists on 

the site and that which will be 

disturbed as a consequence of 

granting development consent to 

a proposal on the site, this can be 

moved to that denuded area. As a 

consequence, it will be entirely 

possible to re-establish vegeta-

tion that is entirely consistent 

with the Eastern Suburbs Banksia 

Scrub (because it will have been 

artificially created, it will not be 

recognised by the state regulator 

as forming part of that commu-

nity, although I am satisfied, as 

Mr McGahey indicated, it will be 

entirely indistinguishable from 

and entirely botanically and bio-

logically consistent with such 

community).”  

 

Ultimately Justice Moore ruled in 

favour of the proponent and     

outlined conditions to reduce   

impacts on ESBS - changes to 

configuration, removal of 1 

dwelling, reduction in the Asset 

Protection Zone (APZ) and a 

covenant for the fire regime. This 

is significant: at Prince Henry 

Hospital there was no covenant 

and as a result a patch that needs 

to be burnt has not because of 

opposition from residents. It 

won’t be possible to oppose    

ecological burns as enforced by 

Randwick Council on this       

development.  

 

Lot 11 was zoned R3 medium 

density residential. In 2012 it was 

flagged for consideration of     

environmental zoning in the 

Randwick Council LEP           

discussion paper but                

unfortunately this was not       

pursued. Much was made of the 

level of degradation of the site by 

Dr Robertson. Other landholders 

have managed their patches of 

ESBS in accordance with the 

ESBS Recovery Plan, e.g. NSW 

Golf Course; however, the    

owners of this site (current and 

previous) have done nothing and 

have effectively benefited from 

their neglect of this Critically  

Endangered Community. 
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Impact Assessment Fails 

Jennifer Street 

By Lachlan Laurie 

On 6th November 2019 the Land 

& Environment Court approved a 

townhouse development          

impacting Endangered Eastern 

Suburbs Banksia Scrub at 11  

Jennifer Street, Randwick. It is a 

disappointing outcome that      

allows for impacts to a critically 

endangered community via the 

scientifically unsupported        

assumption that translocation will 

work. As an ecologist, I have 

done a lot of work on assessing 

the potential for and monitoring 

of translocation of a range of   

Endangered habitats, including 

ESBS. My findings were that 

there was a significant loss of 

species abundance and richness, 

along with a projected further  

decline for periods after the         

5-year post-translocation      

monitoring period ended. 

Beyond that there are issues    

relating to stochastic risk (fire, 

d r o u g h t ,  u n a c c e p t a b l e              

establishment risks such as     

contractual failure, mechanic 

constraints, time delays etc) as 

well as no assessment of values 

of edge effects. I have been     

i n v o l v e d  i n  L a n d  a n d               

Environment Court cases in   

Sydney where Councils were  

burdened with assessment and 

compliance of covenants set 

down by Court rulings, and know 

that Councils don’t have the 

funding or  resources  to           

successfully monitor or ensure 

compliance. Some of those areas 

are now degraded or of no value, 

and they were areas of existing 

ecological functionality, not areas 

where translocation was being 

attempted.  

Formalised offsetting in the form 

of Bio Banking or BAM would 

more accurately assess impacts to 

an area AND capacity of an     

offset area to recover, along with 

a framework to better calculate 

ongoing costs of management 

along with a better capacity to 

manage the funding of that as 

well as monitoring and          

compliance. This is a huge risk 

based on an assumption that the 

attempted translocation of      

ecological values is actually    

going to work in order that they 

are offset. If a formal offsetting 

agreement applying the Bio 

Banking Calculator wasn’t      

demanded to calculate the       

impacts and what is required to 

offset them, then at least a   

Translocation Plan Application 

(to OEH/DPIE) should have been 

required. 

In the end it seems likely that the 

company proposing the        

translocation will likely generate 

work out of the speculative   

translocation attempt that will 

allow the destruction of ESBS, 

and any resulting response from 

the attempted translocation will  

be burdened on Council as the 

compliance authority that won’t 

have the resources to ensure it 

works for perpetuity. The        

argument that the ESBS on site 

would decline further if it wasn’t 

destroyed as part of the            

development, to try to resuscitate 

that same area that was destroyed 

in a different place, is perverse 

and not what the offset legislation 

is attempting to resolve.  

The areas of ESBS at Jennifer 

Street that have some               

recoverability have immense    

financial and ecological values as 

part of the current Biodiversity 

Offset Scheme – the scheme was 

set up attempt to ensure offsetting 

was scientifically justifiable and     

financially sustainable. In the 

end, though, this is a Court case 

about the planning legislation 

around ecological impact         

assessment. It has been a sad  

failure of that. It has been an   

example of vested interests and 

ineptitude encouraged by         

ultimately counter-productive 

well-meaningness and denial. 

The Council should know better 

and the Court should know better.  
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COUNCIL SAYS NO TO FREE GREEN SPACE by Col Gibson 

Recently we had a meeting with Mirvac and Western Sydney University regarding the future of Critically             

Endangered bushland known as Wonga Smith’s Bush at the Milperra campus. Bankstown Bushland        

Society has for long had good relations with WSU over the bush and its management. As far back as 1988 

members of our group prepared a native plant species list for the site, and in 1990 organised Padstow 

TAFE bush regeneration field classes there, which continued for several years. In 1993, with cooperation 

from the then Bankstown City Council Bushland Management Officer, we persuaded WSU to discontinue 

slashing and mowing of the majority of the bushland understorey. WSU followed this up with an            

ecological survey and  management plan which included an amount of funding for bush  regeneration work 

and a high-quality security fence around its eastern and northern perimeters. 

In 1993 we were told by WSU that the bush, although zoned for Educational Facilities,  had originally been 

set aside for protection by the Education Department as early as in 1974. Changing the zoning to            

Environmental Protection would be in keeping with this. This we addressed in 2014 and 2016 in            

submissions re C-B Council’s Draft Local Area Plans, since withdrawn; however, Council showed no    

interest in this and  persisting in proposing zoning of the bushland area for Educational Facilities.  

Subsequently learning that Council had entered into a Memorandum of Understanding with WSU over  

development at the Uni, in November 2017 we wrote to the CBC General Manager proposing that         

ownership of the bushland could be ceded to Council as open space as a condition of the development    

approval process, under terms negotiated between CBC, WSU and the State Govt. A response came from 

Mayor Asfour assuring us with the platitude that Council was “committed to protecting our native trees”, 

which  has nothing to do with the specific issue we raised. The Mayor added that future plans for            

development of the Uni precinct would be informed by the controls of the  Biodiversity Conservation Act – 

another avoidance of the  question.   

At that time also we wrote to WSU and received a more positive response acknowledging the significance 

of the bush and informing us that WSU would seek transfer of ownership to Council. That was great news. 

We wrote back to the Mayor with a copy of WSU’s letter, asking him to do whatever he could to help    

facilitate this. We received no response.  

Not getting any feedback, and hearing that Mirvac had developed a master plan for the redevelopment of 

the Uni site, in  November 2019 we wrote again to WSU requesting a meeting to discuss the bushland. This 

meeting was held on 10th  December and attended by BBS, WSU and Mirvac representatives. When at the 

meeting we raised the issue of future ownership and zoning of the bushland, we were told by Mirvac that 

their preferred option was transfer of title to Council, and at no cost to Council, but that had rejected the 

offer. This showed why Council and the Mayor had disregarded our proposal. The Mayor’s professed  

commitment to protecting trees was nothing more than a fob off.  

With Council rejecting the offer, Wonga Smith’s Bush is set to remain private property with Mirvac now 

proposing it be rezoned R2 for Private Recreation. Though Mirvac assures it will retain the bush, R2     

zoning entitles them (or any future owner) to apply to build tennis courts, bicycle tracks, adventure        

playgrounds or any other recreational facility they like. In compromising or destroying whatever trees and 

bush might be in the way, they would simply need to pay for an offset at another location. Private         

Recreation zoning provides no guaranteed long-term protection for Critically Endangered habitat. 

Opportunities to secure bushland such as this for open space are rare. We are dismayed with Council’s   

miserly rejection of the WSU and Mirvac offer. This important bushland needs to be in public, not private, 

hands, as per the wishes of its current owners and the community, so that it can be managed as a protected  

open space Natural Area.  
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A Word About Yeramba Lagoon 
By Nick Bloukos  

 

I want to say a word on behalf of our local flora and fauna, and tracts of land and water. It truly is an     

honour, to humbly represent those that cannot speak themselves. From the time I landed in Picnic Point, it 

was not long after I first walked through Yeramba Lagoon, nearly 5 years ago to this month, I began dis-

covering it, and knew it was desperate need of attention, love and care, and I began immersing myself, to 

care for it body and soul, it soon became my second home. But no thanks are needed, only seeing nature in 

its purer untouched form is enough, it keeps giving back to us, it nourishes our bodies, and our souls, it is 

an unlimited gift without any catches, and without words. 

 

We are all here, for the same reason. We are all conservationists, in our hearts, our minds and our actions. 

Our love of nature, binds us together, regardless of whether it is a local park, a natural tract of land or     

water, or as a National Park as vast as Yeramba Lagoon, it being the largest single National Park in the 

Bankstown District. It a makes no difference, whatsoever, we are all doing what we can, however and 

whenever we can. But it is what we all do, the final result, that is most important of our combined efforts, 

working together or alone, it doesn’t matter, together we all make a difference, no matter what we do! 

 

And every opportunity should be taken, to do what we can whether its picking a piece of rubbish, or glass, 

to the elimination of unwanted car wrecks, and fibro and worst of all threats from unnatural predators such 

as exotic animals, or whether they be exotic plants. We must seize every opportunity that is given to us! 

Whether it be help from the NPWS, Local Council, federal or local members or any kind of grant           

regardless; it is what is done, the result that is most important, and every bit helps! 

 

But remember, any opportunity lost, is lost on what we love and cherish, nature as it is meant to be, this is 

our desire, our ultimate goal. We have an obligation, a duty to do what we can, whenever and wherever we 

can. I am not here to ask for, or beg for help, what I am asking is to allow genuine opportunities, to literally 

fix any eco system including Yeramba Lagoon, any effort or offer should be accepted positively. 

 

Any denial of help to Yeramba Lagoon is a travesty; this is no different to any other ecosystem that cannot 

speak for itself, except when it is showing its beautiful nature; its flora and its fauna, and any water system, 

that nourishes it. ALL help is welcome, we must do what is best for our natural heritage, no offer of help, 

should ever be denied! This is a legacy we must leave, it is not to question, which includes any other     

ecosystem, water system, park or nature reserve, as we all as Yeramba Lagoon, it is NOT just for us! 

 

Pictures are not necessary, there is nothing to prove, come and see Yeramba Lagoon through my eyes, its 

inspirational wonder and beauty, and its immense natural power, to truly understand what I have said: 

words will never be enough, spoken or written. Only our actions, will echo for eternity! 
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Check out BANKSTOWN 

BUSHLAND SOCIETY on 

FACEBOOK  

 
The BBS Facebook page          

provides us opportunities for 

posting information relevant to 

the natural environment and flora 

and fauna of our bushland              

regeneration projects, nature 

walks and such. Anyone          

interested in the Georges River 

and bushland generally is       

welcome to join our page. 

 

 
ELECTRONIC BULLETINS 

 
The Bushland Bulletin is      

available to subscribers in hard 

copy or digital form or both. To 

obtain a digital copy all you have 

to do is send your email  address 

to the Editor (see front cover).   

 
Bushland Society meetings are 

held at Padstow Progress Hall, 

Ryan Road, Padstow, on the 

3rd Wednesday of the month 

(except December &  January), 

in the WAL BROWNING 

MEETING ROOM at rear of 

hall. 

 

Time: 7.00pm. 

Tea and biscuits provided. 

All welcome. 

Further enquiries ring Col or 

Skye (see numbers at right of 

page). 

 

 

BUSHCARE with       

CANTERBURY-

BANKSTOWN        

COUNCIL 

 

at MONASH RESERVE,   

East Hills, off Henry   

Lawson Drive, 

from 9.30 am to 12.00 

noon, Tuesday, 

25th February &  

24th March 2020.  

 

……………………... 

 

CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA 

DAY at ASHFORD 

 RESERVE, SUNDAY, 

 1st MARCH 2020. 

Meet in the PENTAIR car 

park, south side of        

Milperra Road opposite 

Murray Jones Drive at 

9.00am.  

Register at the CUA Day 

website or contact           

supervisor Skye 

on 0411584295 

 



I wish to join   

Bankstown Bushland Society Inc: 
 

Name:      

 

Address: ___________    

 

Suburb:  _______  Postcode  

 

Telephone No._____    

 

Email:_______________________________ 

 

Attached please find my payment of: 

__________________________($     .00)   

(amount in words) 

 

Membership fees 

 

Family/Group - $20 

Ordinary - $15  

Concession - $10  

“student/unwaged/pensioner” 

 

Send payment to:  

The Secretary,  

Bankstown Bushland Society Inc. 

PO Box 210   

Panania NSW 2213 

 

Or pay by direct transfer to  

BSB 512 170  Account Number 100087319, AND put 

your name on the transfer form. 

Enquiries: greenaissance1@gmail.com 

JOIN THE BUSHLAND SOCIETY 

Bankstown Bushland Society is an incorporated association under the Associations Incorporation Act (NSW) 1984.  
 

We are Bankstown’s only incorporated association dedicated to protecting our City’s environment. 
 

The Society’s objects are: 

 To protect the environment of Bankstown 

 To assist other persons in the protection of the environment in Bankstown 

 To foster better community awareness of environmental issues 

 To lobby through Government, commercial and other persons for the maintenance of a high quality of life through the 

progressive improvement of the environment 
 

Bankstown Bushland Society has lobbied effectively for the protection of bushland and the natural environment since 1988. With 

your support we can continue the work. By joining the Society you can make an important contribution to our local environment. 

 

Bankstown Bushland Society 

Inc. 

PO Box 210   

Panania NSW 2213 


